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thought.
Mostafid lauded the efforts of organizers of

the second international Muslim Students
Quran competition which would be a great
venue for cultural exchanges of Muslim youth
and an opportunity for introducing undistorted
image of Ahl-ol-Beit culture as well as bolster-
ing unity and solidarity.

Referring to the necessity of good planning
for holding the international Quran competition,
Mostafid underlined that presenting a proper
introduction of the extensive Quranic activities
of the country along with presenting the true
image of Ahl-ol-Beit culture in a way that
Muslim students who have come from different
cultures could get to know the real teachings of
Ahl-ol-Beit school of thought , which has been
subject to the unfair smear campaign of
extremist schools that promote excommunica-
tive approach.

Asked to offer his initiative to promote
Quranic culture among the students, he said
that the high teachings and deep concepts of
the holy Quran are properly introduced to the
students and educated people, attracting them
won't be so difficult, adding that cultural author-
ities should also arrange useful Quranic cours-
es such as translation, interpretation and
Quranic concepts, to name a few.

Elsewhere in his remarks, Mostafid urged
the organizers to clear ambiguities of judging
regulation and provide the participants with
thorough explanations on the judging regula-
tion of the contest.

(]

Iran Is a Quranic Republic, Says
Renowned Egyptian Quran Reciter

Renowned Egyptian Quran reciter Master
Abolainain Shoaisha, who was a supervisor at
the competition, said that Iran ought to be
called the Quranic Republic of Iran for its laud-
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able efforts in promoting the holy book.

Speaking Thursday morning at a ceremony
held to honor him for his Quranic achieve-
ments, Shoaisha also praised Iran for honoring
Quranic figures in their lifetime rather than pay-
ing them tribute after they depart this life

The ceremony was held at the international
conventions center of Tehran's Milad Tower on
the sidelines of the 2nd international Muslim
students Quran competition.

Shoaisha urged Muslim youth, especially
students, to read the holy Quran, adding that
he, himself, reads five sections of the holy book
everyday. "l always pray that God help me be
at the service of His book."

Pointing to the collective strength of Islamic
nations in terms of economy and manpower,
head of Egypt's union of Quran reciters and
memorizers said he wished to see Islamic
countries join hands to evict non-Muslim occu-
piers from Muslim lands.

EEE
Quran Competltlon Attendees Are Heroes
: ; _ Finally, Abbas
I Salimi chairman of
5-the jury noted that
I, .the participants in the
- Quranic competition
““are heroes whether
s-they can win titles or
- not.
Salimi  regarded
oo T, holding international
Quranlc competltlons as a necessity adding that
the holy Quran urges the faithful to strive as in
a race in all virtues.

He went on to say that the ability to beautiful-
ly recite the verses of the Quran is a blessing
form God. "Quran reciters ought to be thankful
for this ability and recite the Quran with the aim
of getting closer to God.
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The jury panel of the 2nd international
Quran contest for Muslim students was made

up of Quran experts from five countries:
Egypt, Syria, Lebanon, the Philippines and
the Islamic republic of Iran.

EEE

Following is the views of some of jury mem-
bers of the competition:

Iran Best Choice for Hosting Int'l Students
Quran Competition

Hossayn Hamdan, from Lebanon, believes
that Islamic Republic of Iran has a brilliant
record in holding Quranic and Islamic contests

He told IQNA that Iran was the best choice
for hosting the international event. He also
regarded the hosting of the competition as sig-
nifying that Iranian authorities, people and uni-
versity students give high priority to Quranic
activities.

The Lebanese Quran scholar regretted that
Quranic competitions are not widespread in
Lebanon, expressing hope that Iran would
assist Lebanon and other Islamic countries in
promoting the Quranic culture by spreading its
expertise in holding Quranic events.

Commenting on the timing of the internation-
al Quran competition for Muslim students,
Hamdan suggested that the competition's
future editions be held on special occasions
like the day of Mab'as (Call to Prophethood) on
the 27th of the month of Rajab.

Hossayn Hamdan won the third title in Iran's
international Owgaf Quran competition in
1989.

EEE

Egyptian Reciter Urges Reflection on
Verses of the Quran

Another jury member, Ahmad Ahmad Noaina
from Egypt, said that one can not benefit from
the Quran without reflecting on the verses

along with memorizing and reciting them.

He added that the competition should be an
opportunity for inspiring the participants to con-
template on the teachings and concepts of the
holy book.

Noaina appreciated the endeavors by the
Islamic Republic of Iran to promote the Quran
in the world and said, "Only the teachings of
the Quran provide humanity with solutions to
the world's problems; thus, Quranic endeavors
should not be limited to special occasions like
this competition."

The Egyptian reciter referred to the popular-
ity of the Muslim students Quran contest
among Muslims, the youth in particular, and
called for participation of more countries in
future editions of the event.

He also praised the quality of the perform-
ances in the contest, especially in the cate-
gories of Tajweed and recitation.

Born in 1954 in the city of Mutubas, Egypt,
Ahmad Ahmad Noaina began learning the holy
Quran by heart at the age of 4 and managed to
memorize the entire holy book by 8.

He studied styles of Quran recitation with
Master Mostafa Esmaeel, and at the same time
continued his academic education in
Pediatrics.

Int'l Muslim Students Quran Competition
Great Opportunity to Introduce Ahl-ol-Beit
School of Thought

EEE

Renowned international Quran referee,
Hamidreza Mostafid, said that that the second
international Muslim Students Quran competi-
tion is a great opportunity for introducing an
undistorted image of Shiite culture and promo-
tion of lofty teachings of Ahl-ol-Beit school of
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statement read: The Islamic Republic of Iran has
always been the harbinger of Islamic unity based
on Quranic tenets and, considering the promi-
nence given to university students by the
supreme leader of the Islamic revolution and
other officials, regards fostering Quranic teach-
ings in universities as a valuable and beneficial
measure. Hence, the University Jihad
Organization and the Iranian Students Quranic
Activities Organization planned and held the 2nd
international Muslim students Quran competition,
in which 50 Quran reciters and memorizers from
40 countries participated.

[ |

Presence of Quran Dignitaries
Highlight of Muslim Students Quran
Competition
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Participants and organizers of the event
believed that Presence of Master Abolainain
Shoaiasha was the highlight of the second
international Quran competition for Muslim
students.

Rahim Khaki , secretary of the competition
thanked the Egyptian Quran master for hav-
ing accepted to be a member of the competi-
tion's supervisory board, despite old age.

At the opening ceremony of the event
Egyptian masters Hilmi Abdulhamid Musa Al-
Gamal, Farajullah Shazli and Ahmad Ahmad
— Noaina recited verses from the holy Quran to

iﬁ\ . give stimulant to participants and younger

generations.

A number of Quranic and scientific figures
were honored in a ceremony on the sidelines
of the 2nd international Quran contest for
Muslim students.

[ |

Side Programs Urged

Participants also called for holding pro-
grams on the sidelines of the competition
including presentation of papers and lectures

featuring the verses and teachings of the Quran

Contestants also shared the view that holding
Quranic forums and seminars and organizing
programs for the participants to visit Iran's reli-
gious and cultural sites on the sidelines of the
competition would be a good move to help famil-
iarize Muslim university students with the coun-
try's pure Islamic culture.

They also called for holding exhibitions on the
sidelines of the contest to showcase Quranic
activities in Islamic countries.

Some participants also called on the contest's
organizers to hold future editions of the event in
several phases and in various countries to create
more enthusiasm and interest among Muslim
youth.

=\
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Noting that Tehran Municipality has prior-

itized supporting Quranic activities, Qalibaf L

thanked God for having the opportunity to
cooperate in organizing the international
Quran competition.

He added that developing the Quran
Culture House, holding Quranic sessions in
22 districts of Tehran and organizing vari-
ous seminars have been among the munic-
ipality's activities aimed at promoting the
Quranic culture. "There are also plans to
found a Quranic park as well as a Quranic
library in Tehran."

Concluding his remarks, Dr Qalibaf said
that Tehran was proud to host the 2nd inter-
national Muslim students Quran contest.

The competition was organized by the
University Jihad Organization in partner-
ship with Tehran Municipality

[ |

Mohsen Eslami Cultural affairs director
of the Ministry of Science, Research and
Technology shared the view saying that
holding the international Quran competition
for Muslim university students strengthens
Islamic unity.

Eslami said that selected students from vari-
ous countries who participate in the contest will
help boost solidarity among Muslims.

He added that in Quranic activities, university
students ought to move away from a local mind-
set and adopt an international approach so that
their activities and programs would lead to
greater achievements.

Noted Iranian Quran scholar Mousavi baladeh
also regarded the competition's role in strength-
ening Islamic unity and solidarity as very impor-
tant, noting that both Shiite and Sunni students
compete in the contest.

[ |

Ali Asghar Jafari, student and cultural deputy
of the University of Applied Science and
Technology referred to promotion of Islamic unity
and warding off the enemies' anti-Islam conspir-
acies as other functions of the competition
adding that such contests can also encourage
the youth to take part in Quranic events.

Dean of Al-Mustafa International University
Hojat-ol-Islam Alireza Arafi , also stressed "As the
holy Quran is the basis of Islamic unity and
source of the identity of the Islamic Ummah,
every activity aimed at fostering the message of
the Quran, including the international Quran
competition for Muslim students, is praisewor-
thy," he stated.

Finally statement of the organizing committee
stressed the importance of solidarity. Part of the
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The ceremony was held on Thursday,
November 13 at Istighlal Hotel in Tehran.

During the function, the late Quran master Ali
Arbabi, the late translator of the Quran into
Persian Mohammad Mahdi Fouladvand and the
late translator of the Quran into English and
Persian Tahereh Safarzadeh were also com-
memorated.

He went on to say that officials from the
University Jihad Organization, organizer of the
2nd international Quran contest for Muslim stu-
dents, as well as Tehran Municipality, which
sponsors the competition, will attend the ceremony.

[ |

Closing Ceremony of 2nd Muslim
Students Quran Competition

--Winners of the 2nd international Muslim stu-
dents Quran competition were announced
Thursday night, November 13, 2008.

The competition's panel of jurors announced
Mohammad Hassan Movaheddi and Seyyed

I
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Mehdi Hosseini, both from the Islamic Republic
of Iran, as the winner of the first title in the cate-
gories of recitation and memorization, respec-
tively.

Nafi Muhammad Jalal Abdurrahman Adib from
Egypt and Jonaidain Edrus from Indonesia came
second and third in the recitation category while
winners of the second and third titles in memo-
rization were Ahsan Ashari from Indonesia and
Muhammad Amir Towhidi from Afghanistan.

The winners were awarded during the closing
ceremony held at the conventions center of
Tehran's Milad Tower. In addition to a copy of the
holy Quran and a plaque of honor, winners of the
first to third titles in each category received the
equivalent of $8000, $6000 and $4000 respec-
tively.

Head of the University Jihad Organization
Hamidreza Tayyebi, Mayor of Tehran
Mohammad Bager Qalibaf and Chairman of
Tehran Municipal Council Mehdi Chamran were
among the attendees at the ceremony.

Quran reciters and memorizers from 40 coun-
tries took part in the 2nd Quran competition for
Muslim students.

[ |

Society's Prosperity Possible through
Fostering Quranic Culture: Tehran Mayor

--The society's growth and prosperity is possi-
ble through fostering the Quranic culture,
Tehran's mayor said.

Speaking at the closing ceremony of the 2nd
international Muslim students Quran contest,
Mohammad Bager Qalibaf added that in the
Islamic Republic of Iran, efforts should be made
to move toward having a Quranic society.

Referring to a Hadith by Imam Reza (AS), he
described a Quranic society as one in which peo-
ple love Ahl-ul-Bayt (AS) and make endeavors to
do righteous deeds.
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For his part, Ayatollah Shahroudi head of the
judiciary system underlined that in order for the
Islamic civilization to reach its peak, priority
should be given to the holy Quran and Ahl-ul-
Bayt (AS).

Tehram Mayor Mohammad Bager Qalibaf
underlined that in the Islamic Republic of Iran,
efforts should be made to move toward having a
Quranic society.

[ |

Opening of 2nd Int'l Muslim Students
Quran Contest

--The 2nd international Muslim students Quran
contest was formally inaugurated Monday night,
November 10, 2008, with at the conventions cen-
ter of Milad Tower in Tehran.

The opening ceremony was attended by high-
ranking officials including Judiciary Chief
Ayatollah Shahroudi, Tehran Mayor Mohammad
Bager Qalibaf, head of the University Jihad
Hamidreza Tayyebi, and vice-chairman of Tehran
city council Hassan Bayadi, as well as Quran
reciters and memorizers from 40 countries.

It opened with the recitation of verses form the
holy Quran by Iranian Mohammad Fallahpour,
who had won the first title in the recitation catego-
ry of the competition's first edition.

Following a Tawasheeh song performed the
Ahl-ul-Bayt group, head of the University Jihad
delivered a speech in which he noted that the
holy Quran is the source of salvation for human-
ity and that humanity needs the Quran more than
ever today as there is a spiritual vacuum in the
world.

Tayyebi also called on Islamic governments to
foster proximity among Muslim nations and
attempt to boost Islamic unity.

Recitation of verses from the holy Quran by
Egyptian masters Hilmi Abdulhamid Musa Al-
Gamal, Farajullah Shazli and Ahmad Ahmad

Noaina was next and then Ayatollah Shahroudi
delivered a keynote speech.

Referring to the Hadith of Thagalain in his
speech, Ayatollah Shahroudi underlined that in
order for the Islamic civilization to reach its peak,
priority should be given to the holy Quran and
Ahl-ul-Bayt (AS).

[ |

Quranic Figures Honored at 2nd Int'l
Muslim Students Quran Contest

-- A number of Quranic and scientific figures
were honored in a ceremony on the sidelines of
the 2nd international Quran contest for Muslim
students.

Ayatollah Mohammad Ali Taskhiri director gen-
eral of the Forum for Proximity of Islamic schools
of Thought, Abolainain Shoaiasha, internationally
known Quran reciter form Egypt, and Jafar
Gonzales, translator of the holy Quran into
Spanish were among those honored in the cere-
mony.
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2nd Int'l Muslim Students Quran

Contest, Prospects & Opportunities

The 2nd international Muslim students
Quran contest was inaugurated on
November 10, 2008, with a wide range of
prospects and opportunities at the con-
ventions center of Milad Tower in Tehran.

EEE

The opening ceremony was attended by
high-ranking officials including Judiciary
Chief Ayatollah Shahroudi, Tehran Mayor
Mohammad Bager Qalibaf, head of the
University Jihad Hamidreza Tayyebi, and
vice-chairman of Tehran city council Hassan
Bayadi, as well as Quran reciters and mem-
orizers from 40 countries.

With lecturers calling for further unity and
proximity of Muslim Ummah under the eter-

nal guidelines of the holy Quran contestants
and juries presented a very promising per-
formance and the event developed to a
good example Sunni-Shiite unwavering soli-
darity.

[ |

Dr. Tayyebi Head of the University Jihad,
whose organization was the main organizer
of the event, delivered a speech in which he
noted that the holy Quran is the source of
salvation for humanity and that humanity
needs the Quran more than ever today as
there is a spiritual vacuum in the world.

Tayyebi also called on Islamic govern-
ments to foster proximity among Muslim
nations and attempt to boost Islamic unity.

[ |
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